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Sunday, May 15th, 5:00 -7:00 pm, in the Sanctuary  

Friends and neighbors invited to join us for a fun -filled night ð 

GOOD FOOD         GOOD FELLOWSHIP         FUN-FUN-FUN 
   

        5:00  Dinner served by the youth 

        5:45  Tables cleared, children go to the movie rooms, Trivia Game begins. 

        Trivia questions will be Biblical and cultural so polish up now! 

¶ Cost:  $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child (children 2 & under are free) 

¶ Six chairs at a table.  Each table will be a team. 

¶ Register your team of 6 for $10.00 per team. 

¶ Sunday School classes may want to sponsor a couple of teams or 

your supper group may want to sign up together. 

¶ Team registration is the only way to guarantee who your teammates will be!  

¶ Tickets on sale now. 

¶ Please contact any of the youth, Gretchen Shea (gshea@soapstoneumc.org) 

or call the church office. 

Spaghetti Dinner & Trivia  

Soapstone Youth Missions Fundraiser  

Youth Missions Fundraiser  

Available at Hydration Station Beginning May 1st  

Soapstone Travel Mugs for $7.00  

 

Receive a coupon for one free ñfill upò at 

Hydration Station with the purchase of each mug.  

mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org
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Doug Young 

Alan Pinnix and Lynn Sutton-Pinnix 

with Lauren  

John & TJ Gee 

with Adam & Ally  

Melanie & Mark Vollrath  

Don & Heather Jerman 

with Savannah 

Abby Boyce & Laura Boyce 

Chris & Melanie Tilley  

with Abby & Hannah  

Welcome  

New  

Members  
 

who joined  

March 27, 2011  

John & Christy Evans 
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National Day of Prayer  
Thursday, May 5th  

Join other Christians around the  
United States as we honor the day 

with prayers for all  
the needs of our world.  

Our next hosting opportunity is right 

around the corner during the week of  

June 5 -12.  

 

Please be in prayer for how  

you might serve . 

The Soapstone Youth recently received some great press 

surrounding their second annual Prom Fashion Show 

Youth Missions Fundraiser. The show held on March 5th 

made the front page of both the North Raleigh News and 

the Life Section of the News and Observer in advance of 

the show. These articles not only helped boost show     

attendance but helped spread the word about the mission 

work of Soapstone Youth. The show was great fun and 

with over 200 in attendance, it was a fundraising success. 

Twenty five of our youth modeled fashions from Belk, 

Deb, and VIP Formalwear to music selections by          

contemporary Christian artists. Following the show our 

guests were treated to some delicious desserts provided by 

youth families and many other church members. The 

youth received great community support from local      

businesses that loaned clothes to be modeled and door 

prizes for the show. The smiles on the faces of our youth 

on stage were evidence to their friends in the audience that 

living out their faith can also involve fun. As one parent 

later said, ñThe good done here far exceeds the money col-

lected.ò 

 

This event was truly a group effort that could not have been 

accomplished without the help of numerous volunteers and 

lots of hard work behind the scenes. Youth Ministry thanks 

the youth models and hostesses for a great job and making 

it lots of fun! A special thanks to Event Coordinators Sheila 

Lewis and Beth Wenhart and all the youth and adults who 

helped backstage and with the countless other tasks that 

made the event a success. So many of you just jumped in to 

fill needs when they cropped up that we canôt  even begin 

to name all of you,  but we want you to know how much 

we appreciate your efforts. Thank you all for a great event 

to raise funds to enable our youth to live out their faith in 

the world through mission work. 

EXTRA!    EXTRA!    SOAPSTONE YOUTH MISSIONS MAKE THE NEWS!!!  
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The children and staff are enjoying the nice weather and being 

outside. Children participated in our Field Days on April 28 & 29. 

Lots of parents volunteered for this fun event. 

 

We are still working on registration for the upcoming school year. 

There are some openings left. Tours are available school days 

between 10:00 and 11:30 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and      

Thursdays. 

 

The staff and I are very excited about having our eighth year of Summer Enrichment Camps.  Registration opened to the 

children of Soapstone church on April 26. On May 2, registration will be open to the community. There will be two 2-

week sessions during the summer. Parents may register their child for one or both weeks in a session. Registration will 

remain open until all spaces are filled. Information can be picked up outside the preschool office. 

    

   All children who currently attend Soapstone Preschool can register. 
   Session   I: June  6ï9, 13ï16  (Monday through Thursday)  Theme: A Camping We Will Go! 

   Session II: July 11ï14, 18ï21  (Monday through Thursday)  Theme: Fantasy Island 

 

   Camp Hours:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm Children are to bring their lunch each day  

 

   For children who do not attend Soapstone Preschool: 

   Must be in a current Preschool setting and must be 4 or 5 years old by August 31, 2011. 

   Includes children who are in a Transition class currently and have not completed a year in Kindergarten. 

 

Lots of activities are planned during our last month of the school year.  Children will enjoy field trips to the strawberry 

farm, parent sing-a-longs, and end of the year parties.  Itôs been a great year!   

 

Here are the Chapel stories in May:  Date    Bible Story      

             3 and 4   The Man Who Said Thank You 

             10 and 11  Tabithaôs Tale 

             17 and 18  Spread the Word 

  

Feel free to contact the Preschool office (870-7727) if you have any questions.      ðHelen Hinton, Director 

Preschool News  
Field Day 

 

Morning VBS for Ages 3-K 

(must be 3 by August 1, 2010) 

June 27-30  Monday-Thursday 

9:15 am-Noon 

Evening VBS for K-5th Grade 

(must have completed Kindergarten) 

June 26-30  Sunday-Thursday 

6:00-8:00 pm 



Children & Families  
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VBS  REGISTRATION   BEGINS   SUNDAY,   MAY   1ST  

Summer Sunday School ï Heroes of Our Faith 

Begins Sunday, June 12th 

Favorite Veggie Tale Videos, the Torchlightersô Video Series, Kidôs Rock Mini Sessions, and 

tons of fun activities will make heroes from our faith come to life for our children this summer. 

 

Classes offered are: 

ĊPreschool Class  (Toddler/Twos-Fives who have not completed Kindergarten) 

ĊEarly Elementary (Kindergarten-2nd Grade, completed) 

ĊOlder Elementary (3rd-5th Grade, completed) 

 

Stand alone weekly lesson plans make it easy for adults to serve as leaders. 

 

Lesson plans arrive two weeks before you serve and everything will be set up ahead of time 

so you may come in and enjoy nurturing our children in their faith journeys. 

 

Adults, please sign up online today to serve  

http://signupgenius.com/go/summer104 

or contact the church office. 

 Retire the Rock Sunday, June 5th,  
during Sunday School 

Letôs celebrate a great Sunday School year! 

Gather in your regular classroom for special activities 

as we transition to our summer programming. 

 

Prayer Buddies will join us outside as we retire our 

Giant Rock under a tree in our outside amphitheater. 

 

See you there! 

Join us this summer as we explore Godõs promises through 

the story of Noahõs Ark and share the promises of Jesus 

with those in need through Heifer Project International.   

Learn more and register at www.soapstoneumc.org . 

 

  

http://signupgenius.com/go/summer104
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May Calendar for Youth Ministry  
 

Sun. May 1  Youth Council Meeting 11am-1pm; 

     Council members will attend 8:30 service 

Fri.  May 6  Seniors Only Retreat through Sun., 5/8 

Sun. May 8  No UMYFðMotherôs Day 

Sat. May 14 Hinton Team Construction Practice; 

     9am-1pm 

Sun. May 15 No UMYF; Dinner & Trivia; 5-7pm; 

     Mission Team Meeting for Nashville & 

     Puerto Rico; 7-8pm 

Sat. May 21 Confirmation Closing Celebration & 

     Sunday practice; 9am-2pm 

Sun. May 22 Confirmation Sunday; 11am service 

     Hinton Mission Trip meeting; 6:30-7:30pm 

Sat. May 28 Kings Dominion trip 

Sun. May 29 UMYF Program Night; 5-6:30pm 

Dates to Put on Your Calendar:  
 

Kings Dominion ð All youth families are invited to a day at Kings Dominion. Mark your calendar for 

May 28th and reserve your tickets.  

 

Dinner and Trivia Game Night ð Sunday, May 15th, from 5:00 ï7:00 pm our youth mission team will 

host our second annual Dinner and Trivia Game Night. Mark your calendar and begin putting your trivia 

team together. Who can beat last yearôs winners? 

Monday Nights are Senior High Discussion Nights. 

We are currently meeting at the 

church from 7:05 ï 8:30 pm. 

For more information on this discussion group 

or upcoming topics, contact Gretchen Shea at 

gshea@soapstoneumc.org. 

As this yearôs class finishes their journey, 

we begin to prepare for next year! 

 

Registration for Confirmation 2011-2012 will be open 

May 8th through the 29th. 

 

Youth who will be in the 7th or 8th grade 

during the 2011-2012 school year are eligible. 

 

Please contact Gretchen Shea (gshea@soapstoneumc.org).  

mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org
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Secret Pals and Students ð Mark Your Calendar!  

All Secret Pals and College Students for the 2010 -2011 school year, please 

mark your calendar and plan to attend the Secret Pal program luncheon on 

Sunday, May 15th, at 12:30 pm immediately following the worship service.  

In the Bahamas, on the Island of Eleuthra,        

somewhere in the town of Tarpum Bay, there is a house. 

A white house, with a fair bit of dried concrete running 

down the sides, maybe giving the appearance that the 

roof has been crying. This house lays not more than two 

hundred yards from the water, on the top of a small hill, 

but is surrounded by other houses in the lots next door.  

In this house live two sisters and their children; one baby 

boy who is just learning to walk, one toddler who doesnôt 

like to talk around strangers but has no problem getting 

piggyback rides, one young boy who is in elementary 

school and loves piggyback rides more than his sister, 

and one girl in middle school. This house in the past has 

had many reasons to cry; late last fall it burnt down for 

the second time in less than two years. The sisters said 

that there was a wiring problem in the attic but the      

inspector hadnôt been able to come and look at it, and that 

electrical problem caused the fire. The first sisterôs     

husband left her to find work in Nassau but wasnôt     

helping to pay for the children. But despite the            

circumstances the sisters thanked God for everything He 

had given them, because ñthere are others who have 

less.ò 

This is the house I had the privilege to work on over 

spring break with Clemson Wesleyôs trip to the Bahamas.  

As I spent my week in Tarpum Bay, the atmosphere of 

the Island struck me. The Bahamas are a place that exists 

outside of the world we know. People are carefree and 

happy. Cars honk their horns as they drive by in greeting, 

not in anger. People sit on front porches to talk to        

everyone as they walk by. Time doesnôt exist in the    

Bahamas, the sun rises and sets, the dogs bark, people 

shout, cars drive by; everything moves to the rhythm of 

life, people are never late; meeting times are                

recommendations.  Eleuthra to me is a glimpse of what 

life could be. But while it is beautiful and idyllic, there is 

so much poverty; the well off in Eleuthra live their lives 

ñsufferingò from not having reliable water pressure, or 

having intermittent electricity. But things we would find 

to be burdens are just facts of life to the residents or    

Tarpum Bay. And despite the things we think they are 

missing they are happy.  And more than happy, people 

are at peace and joyful. 

The people of Eleuthra helped me see the             

importance in being thankful for what you have. The 

house that we worked on during the week was in bad 

shape when we arrived. There was rubble strewn 

throughout the yard and clutter all in the house. The roof 

had been replaced but there were no shingles and the 

eaves and gables were open. As we walked through the 

house on Monday and began to clean and get to know the 

two sisters we learned that they had no running water and 

the electricity had not be reconnected after it had been cut 

during the fire. They had a toilet but it had to be flushed 

with buckets. As we learned about their struggles it     

startled me to hear Kierra, the sister we came to know the 

best, say ñBut we thank God everyday for what he has 

given us.ò Now I donôt know about you, but that Monday 

their house looked like one of the worst places to live to 

me. But they were still thankful for what they had. That 

had a big impact on me, because I hear people complain 

about the food at the dining hall, having to walk across 

campus to get to class, or the fact that their room is too 

cold because the AC stays on. Kierra and her sister didnôt 

always eat because they made sure their children did. 

They walked all over town looking for day jobs to do to 

make money. Their house didnôt have a roof on it. And 

we complain about not having five star restaurant food in 

the dining hall.  We complain about walking a little ways 

to get educated.  We complain about our rooms while 

people live without houses. We complain about walking 

to class while people walk to find a job. We complain 

about having food while people struggle with finding 

food. 

Kierra and her sister taught me the importance of 

being thankful. Thankful for what God has provided, 

thankful for the opportunities to grow in faith and trust, 

thankful for opportunities to love the world, and thankful 

for a relationship with Christ. The Bahamas taught me 

many things, and mean more to me that I can say. But 

one of the greatest lessons I learned was to be thankful. 

ðAustin Balser 

Clemson University 

Spring Break in the Bahamas!!!!! 

But its not about the beaches and babes. 



Wow is blogging!  
Come join the fun on the WOW blog. Keep up to date on whatôs going on in womenôs   

ministry at Soapstone, find great recipes, read inspiring devotions, and most importantly 

share your thoughts and ideas with all of us. You can find a link to the blog on the        

Soapstone website under the Adult tab click on UMW & WOW or visit the blog here http://

wowsoapstone.wordpress.com/.  We look forward to hearing from you soon! 
 

WOW 3rd Annual Komen Race for the Cure  
Save the date!  WOW will sponsor a team for the Komen Race for the Cure again this year. The Susan G. Komen NC 

Triangle Race for the Cure raises funds and awareness for the fight against breast cancer, celebrates breast cancer       

survivorship, and honors those who have lost their battle with the disease. Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 11, 

2011 and plan to join WOW for the 5K Recreational Walk held at Meredith College. Watch the WOW bulletin board 

and weekly e-news for more information. 
 

WOW Summer Book Discussion  
This summer, WOW will host our annual book discussion featuring Andy Andrewsô book The Travelerôs Gift. Andy was 

a speaker at last yearôs Women of Faith conference who entertained and delighted us all while slipping in some profound 

thoughts on the opportunities we have to impact the world.  The Travelerôs Gift is a unique narrative that blends         

entertaining fiction, allegory, and inspiration, with a touch of self-help. It is a front-row look into one manôs journey of a 

lifetime. We hope you will pick up a copy and plan to join us this summer.   
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  Soapstone United Methodist MenðBrothers In Christ  

Mondays, 7:32-8:48 pmðMenôs Monday Night Bible Study & Fellowship  
Meeting each Monday night.  We are watching and discussing Pastor Rob Bellôs ñNOOMAò DVD 

series. These short (15 minutes) videos cover a wide range of topics and have been generating some 

thought-provoking discussions 
 

Friday-Sunday, May 13-15 ð Menôs Beach Retreat 
Location: Ocean Isle Beach. A sign up sheet is located on the Adult Ministries bulletin board or see Jay Plummer or 

Doug Young with questions. While at the beach, weôll have morning devotions, fish, golf, hang out on the beach, eat 

some great Calabash seafood and enjoy a weekend of fun and fellowship. 
 

Menôs Monthly Breakfast 
Our May breakfast will take place on the 14th at Ocean Isle Beach! Looking ahead to next month, our June breakfast 

will be Saturday, June 4th, 7:30 am.  First Saturday of the month because IHN will be here the second Saturday. Our 

ñguestò speaker will be Vicki Morris sharing with us stories from her recent medical mission trip to bring aid to the   

people of Haiti. 
 

Hearts & Hammers  
We have many needs right here in our own congregation and Wake County. To help meet these local needs, the       

Soapstone men are looking to form a local missions ministry that will involve helping members of our congregation who 

are shut-ins or who are unable to do light repair work or yard work around their homes and residents of Wake County 

who have contacted Wake County Health & Human Services for these needs. If you are interested in this menôs ministry, 

please contact me.  
 

Comments or suggestions for our menôs group at Soapstone? Contact our United Methodist Menôs President, Doug 

Young at ydoug@bellsouth.net or see any of our menôs leadership council members ð Brad Turner, Graham West or 

Kevin Manweiler. 

Tuesday Lunch Crew will meet for lunch at Piperôs Tavern on 

Falls of the Neuse Road, Tuesday, May 10th, 11:30 am. 

Everyone come for good food, company and conversation! 

Questions? Please contact Muriel Clark, 881-0385. 

http://wowsoapstone.wordpress.com/
http://wowsoapstone.wordpress.com/
mailto:ydoug@bellsouth.net

