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Confirmation is one of the many
milestones in a Christian’s faith
7 journey. Until this point, parents
.. have made the decisions in a young
person’s life from baptism to Sunday
school to worship attendance or the
nursery to participation in children’s
ministries. Now the youth is asked to
make a nine-month commitment and then decide if he/she
is ready to witness to his/her faith and take the vows of
membership. The eighteen youth in this year’s class spent
nine months in Sunday School reviewing God’s promises,
the Trinity, church history, and what each statement in the
vows means. Through adult mentors, activities, Sunday
school and Confirm ’11 retreat, the leadership team hoped
the youth would be ready to say “yes” in May. All of our
confirmands chose to join Soapstone United Methodist
Church on May 23rd. Here is a reflection by Chris
Chandler and some anonymous excerpts from the
confirmation interviews. What an amazing group of young
people. The church is blessed.

My Confirmation Journey ~

My Confirmation journey was long and hard but in the
end it was all worth it. For many reasons I had a great time.
I had many friends in my confirmation class which helped
along the way and my confirmation partner, Mr. Balser,
was always nice and supportive. We had many
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adventurous, fun times to learn about Christ. My favorite
example was the first place we went, Camp Chestnut
Ridge.

We had a total of 5 confirmation outings/work days.
The first one was at Camp Chestnut Ridge. We got to
know our confirmation partners and all the people we
would work with in the coming year. We played games
and teamed up on a low risk ropes course. This was a way
to say hello to the kids and confirmation partners. The
second little “field trip” was to Temple Beth Or, a Jewish
synagogue. We got to hear a sermon and hear the rabbi
read from the Torah. It was pretty fun but it was rather
long. Our third event wasn’t an outing or a workday, but it
was the most fun thing from the whole year—the
Christmas celebration! I can’t say we learned a lot from it
but it sure was fun!

Our fourth workday was a project day at the church.
We made blankets for the Linus Project. It was fun to
gather everyone together to make blankets for sick
children. Our fifth retreat was the longest and it took place
at our church. During this weekend retreat, we did many
things to get ready for our confirmation vows. It included
stole making, workshop sessions on the vows, and several
worship services on the sacraments and to get closer to
God. In the end this all was a great experience and got me
closer to God and the church.

Excerpts from the interviews:

“I believe God made the earth and he loved us so much that he put his only son on earth to save the people of the earth. He wants us

to know about his word and about his son, Jesus Christ.”

To become a member means, “to get involved in more things. Becoming a member brings you closer to God than before.”
“Yes I am ready to become a church member. I am working on the faith part and becoming a member will help me.”

“Soapstone is that ONE church for us.”
“Jesus is my leader and teacher.”
“Everyone here makes me feel good and welcomes me.”

When I join what will change? “I will be attuned to my church and aware of God’s presence.”

“I do believe in the Trinity- that Jesus died on the cross and rose in three days. When you feel God, it is the Holy Spirit.”

The purpose of the church is “the body of Christ—all the people put TOGETHER to follow Christ and to build each other up.”
The purpose of the church is “to be with God, to praise, to sing, to be with everyone who is spiritual—your church family.”
“God is the Savior that makes everything work. He helps you make the right choices in life.”

“Jesus is always there, never stops loving you.”

Submitted by Sarah Lancaster

Registration for the 2011-2012 Confirmation Class is underway.
Download the registration form from the Youth tab of the website or contact the church office.


http://www.soapstoneumc.org/youth/confirmation/
mailto:office@soapstoneumc.org
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Welcome
New
Members

Robin Watson

Wright Lowery (son Joshua)

[\

Donnie & Robin Powell
(son Joseph)

Rob & Adrienne Groves (son Jacob)

Lisa Albritton

Carlton Hirschi, Jr.
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BEGINNING HANDBELL CHOIR

® If you have been interested in ringing handbells, but always thought it looked
(’\Q/fq too difficult 8 we have the choir for you!

S
\ There will be an opportunity in the fall to join a Beginning Handbell Choir. This is
Begznnmg an intergenerational choir i open to adults, youth, and children in 2"% 5" grade.

] Handbells Parents - come and ring with your children!
<, CJ

This choir would rehearse once a week, day and time TBD, and would
occasionally ring for worship. No previous music experience is necessary.

We need at least 8 ringers to get started. Please contact Kelly Hodges at
khodges@soapstoneumc.org or 676-2400 for more information.

SHARE YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN WORSHIP

Many volunteers are needed each week before or during the Sunday morning worship
services. Please consider serving in one or more of the following positions. Contact
Kelly Hodges at khodges@soapstoneumc.org or 676-2400 for more information.

Altar Guild T Each week, volunteers come in during the week to prepare the sanctuary
for worship. They arrange the Bibles and Hymnals, put out the attendance pads, and
change the altar paraments. Altar Guild members also help with the sanctuary set up
during the Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter seasons. If you prefer to serve behind the
scenes, this may be the perfect opportunity for you.

Ushers 1 Each Sunday, ushers are needed to welcome worshipers, collect the offering,
and assist with communion. At 8:30, we need two ushers each Sunday and volunteers
usually serve about once every 6 weeks. At 11:00, we need 4 ushers and volunteers
usually serve once a month. We are in great need of ushers at both services.

AV 1 Each Sunday we need an AV operator at both worship services to work in the
sound booth. The AV operator runs the soundboard, controlling microphones and
running PowerPoint and any video used during worship. We are currently working with
only 3 operators so could really use more volunteers. Training will be provided.

SOAPSTONE LIBRARY

Our library is up and running! Many thanks to Lizzy Knowles, one of our youth, who spent many
hours cataloging our books. She created a master list, alphabetized by author, so we can access
and enjoy our library. Currently, the books are in the cupboards in room 101/103 and are available
to all. A list is posted on the door where you can record your name and the book you borrow.

Pl ease visit the website to find the ALibrary
donate books to the I|ibrary, pl ease | abel them
or giving them to Deb Allen. We want to make sure they are kept separate and not confused with
October book sale donations.

Enjoy!

C
f


mailto:khodges@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:khodges@soapstoneumc.org
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Children & Families
SOMI

SUNDAY, JULY 17TH, 9:45 AM

Do you miss Kids Rock on Sunday Evenings?
Would you like to give Kids Rock a try for the first time?
Then Sunday, July 17th, is just for you!

Join us during the Sunday School hour for a special
Kids on a Mission project,
learn a new song with our Praise Band,
then stay for the 11:00 service and share the new song
with our congregation while the Praise Band plays along.

Do you have to sing to participate?
Of course not, but dondt be shyégive it
See you on July 17th!

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL. T 9:45 AM
Heroes of Our Faith i continues through September 4th
Favorite Veggie Tale Videos, the Torchlightersbd
art, and lots of fun activities and Bible Story Learning Centers will make
heroes from our faith come to life for our children this summer.

Classes are offered for:

T Preschool (Toddler/Twos-Fives who have not completed Kindergarten) gathers in Room 134
i Early Elementary (Kindergarten-2nd grade, completed) gathers in Room 132

T Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade, completed) gathers in Room 116

SAVE THESE DATES! \
¢ Sunday, July 10th 8 VBS Celebration !
¢ Sunday, July 17th 8 Kids Rock Special Sunday School Event :
¢ Sunday, August 21st 8 Kids Rock Special Sunday School Event :
|
|
]

¢ Sunday, September 11th 8 Church-wide picnic at JCC. Details will be
published soon!
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Youth Ministry

and not the campers.

PAGE 5

Mail for our Students
In the June newsletter we provided addresses for 5 of our youth and college students who are serving at
A4 camps and at the Hinton Rural Life Center this summer. If you mail something to one of our students
v please add the word “Staff” to their address so the camp post office will know the mail goes to the staff

Please add Emily Myers to your mailings as well. Emily is on staff with the Duke TIP Program this summer at the

University of Georgia. Emily’s address is:

Emily Myers, Duke TIP
259 Myers Hall

1055 S. Lumpkin St
Athens, GA 30609

Thank you for caring for and loving our students through the mail!

201

Our Youth 2011 participants head off on July 13™ for 5
days of worship, affinity, workshops, Bible Study, and
fellowship with United Methodist youth from around the
world. Our own Mrs. Sylvia Hewitt will be leading a
workshop called “I Do, But Now You Don’t” centering on
how to help youth in our churches who are experiencing
or have experienced a divorce in their family. Gretchen
Shea will also be leading a workshop titled, “The Plates
Are Spinning; Balancing Ministry and Life” and she will
be leading an affinity group for PKs (Preachers Kids).
Please be in prayer for these youth and adults as they

Senior High Discussion Nights
Summer Schedule

We will meet at the following dates & times.
Locations will be announced.

Tue. July 12th at 11:00 am
Tue. Aug. 9th at 11:00 am
Tue. Aug. 23rd at 11:00 am

For more information on this discussion group
or upcoming topics, contact Gretchen Shea at
gshea@soapstoneumc.org.

experience the United Methodist Church for youth and
young adults in this global setting.

Participants for the Youth 2011 trip are Perry Dubow,
Brooks Maynard, Matt Maynard, Molly Renaud, Rachel
Schrader, Liz Segre, Abby Tilley, Sylvia Hewitt, and
Gretchen Shea.

During the month of July the Hydration Station proceeds
will support the cost of this trip for our students. Soapstone
travel mugs will also be on sale at the Hydration Station
table during the month of July.

July Calendar for Youth Ministry

Sun. July 3 Senior High Mission Trip to PR
Sun. July 10 Movie Night & Pizza; bring $5.00
Tue. July 12 Senior High Discussion Group goes to
lunch; meet 11:00 am at church;
location TBA
Mon. July 18  NC Conference ACS @ Methodist Univ.
Sun. July 24 Youth Works Mission Trip to Nashville


mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org

r————————-—-———-—————————COLLEGE MINISTRY COR

2010-2011
Secret Pal Luncheon

On May 15", the college students and their secret pals gathered for the
annual end of year appreciation luncheon. Over 50 participants
attended this gathering and all arrived anxious to share their
experiences and gratitude. Our college ministry at Soapstone is about
keeping our students connected to Christ through monthly
communication of encouragement and reminders that their Soapstone
family is keeping them in thought and prayer.

The floor was opened to comments and many students and pals
enthusiastically shared their secret-pal experiences, some funny and
some serious. Through this sharing, the pals quickly learned that the
students loved receiving candy packages. Pals also learned how our
students’ friends were even impacted by our ministry; and in some
instances were introduced to what it feels like to be part of a loving
church community. Not only is this ministry beneficial to our students,
but it also brings kingdom building joy to the adults at Soapstone who
are serving as pals. Many pals said that being able to connect with
their student, and walk along this stretch of their Christian journey, is
deeply fulfilling. A fun time was had by all.



Attention SUMC Members:
We have 22 new college students for next fall.

This ministry is growing by leaps and we really need
your help. Please prayerfully consider actively
participating in the college ministry as a secret pal, a
program volunteer or by joining the college ministry
team.

If you would like to learn more about the ministry
please feel free to stop any team member for more
information: Gwen Cox, Paula Dove, Lynne
Manweiler, Laurie Rose, Wanda Rozier, Donna
Thompson, or Pam Williams.
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Attention College Students:

We are anticipating 60+ students in our pal program
for next school year.

Please register NOW if you would like to be paired
with a secret pal.

All students should register, even those returning to
the program.

Go to http://www.soapstoneumc.org/youth/college-
ministry/ for the form and email to the church office
(office@soapstoneumc.org) by August 1st.

Many thanks to the secret pals who committed to this program by keeping our college students connecte
to their Soapstone family. To all those who sup
and/or helped setup, cleanup, take pictures, make cards, or organize data into Excel spreadsheets, we ¢

Kudos to the College Ministry team who are living witnesses to the love of Christ.
You are all amazing in the way you know just what to do and how to get it done.
Peace to you,

Pam

'Y 'Y
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(UMCOR

Do you know what UMCOR stands for or what it is? We
often use acronyms that may make sense to us, but to no
one else. Please continue reading to learn more about what
this important organization does and how it is part of
United Methodists everywhere.

History: Formed in 1940 in response to the suffering of
people during World War II, the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) continues to provide a
channel through which people may express their Christian
compassion for people around the globe, often the poorest
in society, who are undergoing hardship and suffering as a
result of natural catastrophes, conflicts, or wars. As a
humanitarian relief and development agency, UMCOR is
called on to provide immediate relief and long-term
recovery wherever and whenever needed.

Mission: Our mission is to alleviate human suffering—
whether caused by war, conflict, or natural disaster—with
open minds and hearts to all people.

1-800-554-8583

Strategy: UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters
that are of such magnitude that they overwhelm a
community’s ability to recover on its own. UMCOR
partners with local organizations and survivors to rebuild
their livelihoods, health, and homes. UMCOR workers are
known all over the world for their compassion, leadership,
expertise and guidance in recovery efforts.

Operations: UMCOR is working in 81 countries world-
wide, including the United States. Wherever and whenever
we are needed, we will Be There. And we will Be Hope.

Volunteers: UMCOR utilizes thousands of volunteers
every year. In fact, in 2006 at our Sager Brown depot and
mission center in Louisiana alone, 3031 volunteers
prepared more than 300 tons of disaster relief supplies for
shipping all over the globe.

Finances: UMCOR is a good steward of your gifts and
grants. Private donors can designate their gifts to our
programs with the assurance that 100% will be spent on
the programs.

WWW.Umcor.org



http://www.soapstoneumc.org/youth/college-ministry/
http://www.soapstoneumc.org/youth/college-ministry/
mailto:office@soapstoneumc.org
http://www.umcor.org
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Tuesday Lunch Crew will meet for lunch at Kemp’s Seafood on
Hwy 70 north of Brier Creek, Tuesday, July 12th, 11:30 am.
Everyone is welcome! No reservations needed. Just meet us there!
Questions? Please contact Muriel Clark, 881-0385.

Soapstone Supper Club sign-ups continue. Forms are available on the Welcome
Table in the main narthex. Sign-ups will continue all summer long for a fall start. If
you have any questions, please contact Jane DeMatteis at 870-7729 or
janied? 1 (@gmail.com.

SoapStone Soapstone United Methodist Mend Brothers In Christ
w Sign up for any or all of the following activities on the
ONITED TS o0 ST e Adult Ministries bulletin board located near the Sanctuary entrance.

Sundays in July 8 The men’s Challenge Group will meet at 6:30 Sunday mornings (July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) at the Lake
Lynn Community Center parking lot off Ray Road with a goal of physical and spiritual fitness. Open to any man
interested in taking it to the next level. No sign up required.

Saturday, July 9th & Men’s Monthly Breakfast in the Soapstone kitchen. Plenty of pork products and fellowship!
Friday, July 19th 8 Duffers Club Golf Outing, 5:45 pm, Wildwood Green Golf Course
Friday-Sunday, July 22nd-24th & Bear Mountain (VA) Retreat

Questions or comments about cwmtmaend sanmi mMmeanbrey atf
leadership team: Paul Chapman, Kevin Manweiler, Chris Tilley, Brad Turner, Graham West and Doug Young

WOW Summer Book Discussion & July 19th, 7:00 pm
This summer, WOW will host our annual book discussion featuring Andy Andrews’ book
o;eg%‘o The Tr av eAndy wds a spe@ker fattlast year’s Women of Faith conference who

A RETE r SEwol R entertained and delighted us all while slipping in some profound thoughts on the

SFEKMG GOD M EVERY ey opportunities we have to impact the world. Th e T r a v ésla eniqde Siarrafvie thdt

blends entertaining fiction, allegory, and inspiration, with a touch of self-help. It is a

front-row look into one man’s journey of a lifetime. We hope you will pick up a copy and plan to join us on Tuesday,
July 19™ at 7:00pm. For more information contact Rhonda Balser at rmrbgvb@gmail.com or 562-5244.

/ BELK CHARITY DAY REPORT \
We made $635 on our Belk Charity Day sale held April 16th.
We sold tickets at Soapstone for $5 that could then be used as a $5 off coupon at the store.

Between ticket sales and receiving a portion of all sales that day,
we received $635 for our missions programs.

K Thank you all for your support!

)



mailto:rmrbgvb@gmail.com
mailto:janied21@gmail.com

REX
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Rex Blood Services would like to thank the following people for their participation in
the Soapstone UMC blood drive on June 13, 2011. We had 19 pints of blood donated.
You helped save the lives of up to 57 area patients! Thank you so very much!!

Chris Barthel Doug Harward Nelson Metke Chip Shea Mike Vicario
Janie Cole Sharon Heinzelmann Rodney Morris Christopher Shireman ~ Graham West
Joseph Davenport Kelly Hodges Julia Myers Laura Smith Pam Williams
Christy Evans Sheila Lewis Anne Plummer Tracy Taylor
Paul Fitch Lynne Manweiler Davis Plunkett Chris Tilley
John Geier Ed Mauget Stacy Schrader Jillian Vicario

i BACKPACK PROJECT

( \) Interfaith

Q (> Hospitality
Z
A j/> Nemonk

An Affiliate of Family Promise

COLLECTING JULY 170 AUGUST 14TH

Soapstone is once again participating in the Backpack Project to provide school supplies to
students in need. There are a few changes to the program this year. We will provide supplies
to Wake Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN) which has an ongoing need for items as
families move through the program.

We are also changing the collection dates so everyone can take advantage of the tax free

weekend August 5th-7th.

Soapstone has a long relationship with WIHN and this is another way our congregation can
support these families. A table with lists of items needed (or visit the website to see the list)
and collection baskets will be set up in the narthex Sunday, July 17th. If you prefer to make a
monetary donation, place a check in the offering plate with “Backpack Project” in the memo

line and we’ll do the shopping for you!

Inter-Faith Food Shuttle . . .
mobilizing to bring emergency relief
to devastated neighborhoods

A
TINTER-FAITH

We know you are getting our regular mailings, but we wanted to
share with you our impact in the aftermath of the April 16th
tornadoes.

In the first week after tornadoes hit our state, we:

1 Distributed over 150, 000 pounds of emergency food & water
1 Provided food baskets to over 1325 people in 350 families

1 Prepared and served 1,000 hot meals a day for four days

1 Served a full Easter Dinner, complete with Easter Baskets

1 Utilized the services of 90 volunteers

At a cost of:
1 $26,765 unbudgeted expenses, and
1 $225,265 worth of food distributed

The Need is Not Over Yet
We will continue outreach efforts to the Stony Brook neighborhood,
Four Oaks community, and needy individuals as long as is necessary.

Please consider a donation to our tornado response. Thank you.
www.foodshuttle.org

FOOD DRIVE
SHOP 4 DZDA

~

July Food Drive i

For the month of July,

non-breakable food items
to help replenish the
Inter -Faith Food Pantry.

K Thank you! /

Shopper 68 Chd

please bring any non-perishable,

)/ C €



http://www.foodshuttle.org
http://www.soapstoneumc.org/missions/local-outreach/
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@ - Opportunities for Worship-Service-Fellowship

Mondays

Wednesdays

Mends Monday Night Bible Study wi/

Ladi esd Wednesday Morning Bible Stu

July book study: Keeping Faith by Jodi Picoult

Wednesday, July 6th, 9:30 am, at the home of Muriel Clark (881-0385)
August book study: Room by Emma Donaghue

Wednesday, August 17th, 9:30 am, at the home of Miriam Casey (412-2575)

Contact Jane DeMatteis (janied2 l(@gmail.com) for more information. If you
have been unable to attend weekly sessions, please join us in July and August.

Sunday July 3
Wednesday July 6
Saturday July 9
Sunday July 10

Monday July 11
Tuesday July 12
Wednesday July 13
Sunday July 17
Monday July 18

Tuesday July 19

Thursday  July 21

Friday July 22
Sunday July 24

v v @

Senior High Mission Trip to Puerto Rico through Friday

Wednesday Morning Bible Studyd book discussion

Mendés Breakfast; 7:30 am; kitchen
Guatemala Interest Meeting; 12:15 pm; room 109

UMYF Movie Night; 6:00 pm; $5 for pizza

Preschool Campd i F a nt a s ythrdughlTlursdhy

Family outing to the Durham Bulls; 6:00 pm

Youth 2011 at Purdue University through Sunday

Kids Rock Sunday School Event; 9:45 am

Preschool Campd i F a nt a s ythrdughlTlursdhy

NC Conference ACS at Methodist University through Saturday

Golf Outing; 5:15 pm; Wildwood Green Golf Course

WOW Book Discussion; 7:00 pm; room 101/103

Mary Martha Circle; 10:00 am; room 101/103

Mendés Retreat to Bear Mountain, VA
Youth Works Mission Trip to Nashville, TN through Friday

W

©



mailto:janied21@gmail.com
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Prayer Lists

Immediate Concerns: .
Please remember all who serve in our

1 Paula Dove & family in the death of her mother military and these friends of Soapstone:
1 Jay Plummer & family in the death of his father ’
T Phillip Cates Forrest Allen Marshall MclIntyre
1 Mark McMillan’s mom Forrest Barley Kevin Leopard
1 Vicki Morris’ sister Justin Barracco J. P. Saul
1 Allison Given Katherine Cleary Jeff Shearin
9 Trace Goodman, stroke, friend of Kristin Hoffmann Ken Cook, Jr. Courtland Stanley
1 Forgiel Family — Karla & Steve, terminal cancer; Stephen, Brandon Denton Mario Troncoso
mental illness; pray for miracles; friends of Donna Thompson Ryan Denton Anne Voigt
1 Edna Watson, Alene & Susan Watson’s mom Timothy Foster Chalk Wetmore
1 Kathryn Whorley, Martha Radulovich’s mother Ray Kenney
1 Marilyn Ransopher, Rhonda Balser’s mom
1 David Ayscue, injured and in rehab
1 College students
Ongoi.ng Concerns: But truly
1  Hilton Eades .
f  Andy Harwell God has listened,;
1 Emma Kate, niece of Gwen Cox He has given heed
1 Darleen Tibbs’ dad . to the words of my
1 Saul family; great-niece of Mary Metke
1 James King, 27 year old friend of Kevin Sullivan, prayer.
diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer Psalm 66:19 (NRSV)
1 Ruth Porter, Marianne Absher’s mother, moved to nursing
home, has dementia
1 Jack and Wanda Andrews
1 Tina Sullivan’s stepsister Kim (dealing with chemo & radiation)
1 Anita Kemper If you need prayer or have
1 Elzina Washington an addition or update
1 Chris Needham to the prayer list, please contact
1 Stephen Crump the church office.

STEPHEN. MINISTRY

',) A BIG Thank You

) from Girl Scout Troop 444
@ i "

SOAPSTONE IS A STEPHEN MINISTRY Thank you so much for

CHURCH WITH TRAINED LEADERS

AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE CARE TO THOSE allowing us to use the church for

experiencing |ifeods diffi @UGirkScoptgneetings!
STEPHEN MINISTERS CAN MEET Michelle Gruner
WITH YOU IN YOUR HOME OR A Troon 444
LOCATION OF YOUR CHOICE. P
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW COULD (The note is accompanied by

STEPHEN MINISTER, PLEASE CALL
PASTOR WHITAKER AT 846-22 12, EXT. 31 1
OR DON BRAZELTON AT 94.9-63606.
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Pretty Powerful in PINK

Each of the 39 participants had his or her own reason for joining the 2011 WOW Soapstone team for the Susan
G. Komen Race for the Cure in Raleigh June 11th, whether it was a family member or friend who had been
touched by breast cancer or a life experience of their own. Together, they raised $1,750 toward finding the
cure. Read about some of the personal experiences of those who participated on the Soapstone WOW blog

g

N
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