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Serving God from the Heart 
άaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŀǇǎǘƻƴŜέ 

at both the 8:30 and 11:00 am worship services. 
 

    9:45-10:45 am  Fall Sunday School for all ages 
    12:15-2:00 pm  Church wide picnic at JCC (across the street) 
    4:45 pm     Snow Cones for kids & youth 
    5:00-6:30 pm  Kids Rock & UMYF Kick Off the New Year 
 

Church Family Picnic 12:15 - 2:00 pm  
Jewish Community Center across the street  

{ƻŀǇǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǊƛƭƭŜŘ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ϧ ŦƛȄƛƴƎǎΣ 
chips, drinks, paper products, utensils, 

tables & chairs (for seniors &  those with special needs). 
 

Cake provided for dessert and we will play a Giant Bingo Game! 
 

Please wear picnic clothes and bring: 
           Ǆ lawn chairs & blankets 
           Ǆ a side dish to share 
           Ǆ $2 per person ($10 max per family) 
 

Sign up by Thursday, September 8th. 
       online @ http://signupgenius.com/go/church57 or 
       email  @ office@soapstoneumc.org 

 

Inclement weather? We will enjoy our cake following worship  
and look forward to the picnic at another time. 

http://signupgenius.com/go/church57
mailto:office@soapstoneumc.org


Orientation/New Member Class  

Please join Pastor Karen and other SUMC leaders 
as they share information about the United Methodist 
faith, the Soapstone church family and opportunities for 
church membership. Being a member of the class does not commit you to joining, but will give you a place 
to meet new people, receive information and ask questions. If you need childcare, please let us know when 
you register. The group will meet for four sessions: Sundays, September 25th & October 2nd, 9:45-10:45 
am during Sunday School and 5:00-6:30 pm during the childrenôs and youth programming. Please sign up 
at the Welcome table or by contacting the church office (846-2212 or office@soapstoneumc.org). Please 
contact Pastor Karen if you have questions. 
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Welcome New Members!  

Acolyte and Cross Carrier Training  
Worship Committee invites children to participate in worship by serving as an acolyte 
or cross carrier. Children must be at least 8 years old to train. We have scheduled two 
training sessions this fall:  
 

      Sunday, September 18th at 4:00 pm and 
      Sunday, October 2nd at 12:15 pm.   
 

The training sessions will last approximately one hour. If your child is interested in 
serving as an acolyte or cross carrier, please sign up on the worship bulletin board 
across from the kitchen. Contact Kelly Hodges at khodges@soapstoneumc.org for 
more information. 

Altar Guild  
Are you looking for a way to serve at Soapstone, but would prefer a job behind the 
scenes? Can you spare maybe one hour each month? Consider serving on the altar 
guild. Each week members of our congregation come in to help prepare the sanctuary 
for worship. They serve, at most, once a month and arrange the hymnals, put out    
attendance pads, set up the altar, and also assist with decorating the sanctuary for 
seasonal services. If you are interested, please attend an informational meeting and 
training on Tuesday, September 27th, at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. Contact Kelly 
Hodges at 676-2400 or khodges@soapstoneumc.org with any questions. 

Worship Banner Ministry  
Our sanctuary is decorated with beautiful banners made by women in our               
congregation. These banners celebrate seasons and special Sundays of the Christian 
year, but our collection is not complete. We would like to add some new banners to 
our worship space. 
 

If you like to sew or quilt and could help with this project, please contact Kelly Hodges 
for more information at 676-2400 or khodges@soapstoneumc.org. The patterns,    
background fabric, and batting will be provided.   

Ron & Amy Overstreet 

with Noah & Ainsley 

mailto:office@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:khodges@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:khodges@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:khodges@soapstoneumc.org
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From SUMC United Methodist Men ð  

 

We  need  

The semi -annual BBQ Sale is expanding! In order to reach more people and boost sales, we 

plan to offer extended pick up hours and lunch delivery. Sooooo . . .  

The Soapstone UMM is asking all men and women of the church to support the expanded BBQ Sale 
this fall. Sale date is Friday, October 7th.  

Things that are the same: 
   ðproceeds from the sale will be used to support UMM mission projects 
   ðchoice of BBQ pork or chicken with cole slaw, corn on the cob, green beans and a roll 
   ðadvance tickets available after both Sunday services September 18th, 25th and October 2nd 
   ðadvance tickets available from the church office beginning September 19th 
   ðadvance ticket price is $1.00 less than day of sale price 
  (Slight increase this year: $8.00 per plate in advance, $9.00 day of sale.) 

Things that are different: 
   ðlunch available 11:30 am-2:00 pm; drive through pick up or free delivery available for advance 
  orders of 10+ plates 
   ðdrive through pick up 2:00-7:00 pm (instead of starting at 4:00 pm) 
   ðpint size BBQ containers for $7.00 available while they last starting at 2:00 pm  

Given the extended hours for the BBQ and the effort to provide lunchtime deliveries, much more 
help will be needed for the Fall 2011 BBQ Sale. Sign up online (http://signupgenius.com/go/bbqsale) 
or see the Adult Ministries Bulletin Board. If you have questions, please contact David Carstens at 
carstend@bellsouth.net or 676-6011.  

Living Waters Sunday School  

Come join the Living Waters class as we explore scripture and discuss how its      
message applies to us today. Our lessons are usually week to week requiring little to 
no preparation, so our class works well for those who wish to also serve as a          
childrenôs or youth Sunday School teacher. We also usually have a breakfast snack to 
share! 

We are currently using Infusion Bible studies which take the words of scripture, connect them to 
stories from contemporary life, and show us how to use the message to live out our faith.  Join us 
in the choir room (room 119) on Sundays at 9:45 am. 

http://signupgenius.com/go/bbqsale
mailto:carstend@bellsouth.net


Children & Families  
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New Year.  New Rock! 

Be here on Sunday, September 11th, to sign our brand new, GIANT, rock and  

celebrate the return of Rock Solid Sundays.  

New Year.  New Form.  

2011-2012 Childrenôs Ministry Participation Form is available online at www.soapstoneumc.org under Forms & Other 

Resources or you may contact office@soapstoneumc.org for a copy. All children participating in our ministries must 

have a form on file.  Fill it out and send it in or bring it with you on September 11th. 

Save these Dates! 
Sunday, October 2nd 

 Three Year Old Rites of Passage 

 

Friday, October 7th 

 Moon Bounce and UMM BBQ 

 

Sunday, October 23rd 

 Four Year Old Rites of Passage 

Rock Solid  Sunday School  

All age levels are invited on a Rock Solid faith     

journey every Sunday from 9:45-10:45am. There 

will be activities, crafts, stories, and games to help 

you love God, become lifelong followers of Jesus, 

make foundational Bible stories part of your         

everyday life, love your church family, and serve 

those around you. 

Infant Nursery:      Room 133 

Toddler/Twoôs:      Room 136 

Three & Four Year Olds:   Room 134 

Five Year Olds/Kindergarten: Room 138 

First & Second Grade:    Room 132 

Third Grade:       Room 137 

Fourth Grade:      Room 135 

Fifth Grade:       Room 118  

Chill with Kids Rock 

Come a bit early at 4:45pm (usual start time is 5:00 

pm) and visit the Snow Cone truck before we head 

inside for a new year of Kidôs Rock. 

 (Please see our brochure online for more details!) 

4 Year Olds-1st Grade 

Joyful Noise Choir  5:00-5:45 pm 

Kids on a Mission   5:45-6:30 pm 

 

2nd-5th Graders  

Power of Praise Choir 5:00-5:45 pm 

Please Choose One 

Kids on a Mission   5:45-6:30 pm 

 or 

Kids Rock Ringers  5:45-6:30 pm   

 (limited enrollment) 

Rites of Passage Celebrates 

our Third Graders  
ñIf you work these words into your life, you are like a 

smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock.ò 

(Matthew 7:24) 

 

Each year we recognize the ways in which our children 

are growing in faith by sharing age appropriate gifts of        

encouragement during Sunday morning worship. On      

Sunday, September 11th, we will present Bibles to our 

Third Graders and they will begin a 10 week ñLearning 

To Use My Bibleò study during the Sunday School hour. 

The complete Rites of Passage list may be found on our 

website. 

http://www.soapstoneumc.org
mailto:office@soapstoneumc.org


Serving God from the Heart 

ñLike good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 

serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.ò 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

As we start the fall off with our church family, in worship on Sunday, September 11th, we will celebrate the many ways 

that the people of Soapstone minister to each other, to our community, and to all of Godôs people wherever they may be. 

Please plan to be with us in worship that day as we ask everyone in the Soapstone communityðadults, youth, and      

childrenðto complete a brief survey that identifies some of the ways in which each of us may serve God from our 

hearts. 

This survey is an important tool through which the pastoral staff and lay leadership may identify helping hands and 

hearts when they are needed.  Even if you filled out a ñServing at Soapstoneò bulletin insertðor two or threeðover the 

summer, we still need you to participate in this larger survey and prayerfully consider how your personal gifts and skills 

fit into the ñbig pictureò of Soapstone.  

All are encouraged to preview the survey at the Soapstone website, 

http://www.soapstoneumc.org/about/serving-god-from-the-heart/ . 

See you on September 11th! 
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Preschool News  
 Our new preschool year began August 30th. We are     

looking forward to the new year! Currently we have          

approximately 155 children registered, ages 2ï5, with a staff 

of 27. The teachers are busy planning an exciting year for the    

children. 

 Chapel and music will begin September 13th & 14th. We look forward to 

Susan Graebe leading it each week. Itôs the highlight of the childrenôs week! 

 Our Sugar Plum Fair will be on Wednesday and Thursday, November 2nd & 

3rd. If you are interested in being a vendor, please contact Lora Levy at 

lora997@yahoo.com. More information will be coming in future newsletters. 

 For more information about our program, please contact the Preschool office through the Soapstone UMC website at 

www.soapstoneumc.org/preschool or at 870-7727. We will be glad to schedule tours or answer questions. There are 

some openings available for the current school year.                                                                   ðHelen Hinton, Director 

Have you ever asked yourself, ñI wonder how Jane Doe is? I havenôt seen her at church in 

weeks!ò This is where the Shepherd Ministry team comes in ð to help us stay in touch with 

people we ñhavenôt seen in weeks.ò The Shepherd team uses reports compiled by the church 

office who pulls information from the black Registration of Attendance pads that folks sign 

each week during the worship services. If a member has not attended a worship service in    

several weeks, we contact him/her by phone. Through this ministry, we hope to let absent 

members know that they are missed and that we care. By connecting with absent members, we 

sometimes discover events in their lives, such as surgery, illness, or a death of a loved one, that 

we may offer to share with Pastor Karen.  

The Shepherd Ministry Team is seeking additional volunteers to make these important phone 

calls. The call list is handled on a weekly rotation and usually takes less than an hour total and 

can be made at any time during the week. Currently, the team consists of Kim Harward, Donna 

Thompson, Stefanie Journigan, Cindy Stone, and Tammy Pare.  

If you are interested in becoming part of this ministry team, please contact Tammy Pare at                           

topare@earthlink.net or 676-9503. 

Shepherding the Flock through Shepherd Ministry 

http://www.soapstoneumc.org/about/serving-god-from-the-heart/
http://www.soapstoneumc.org/preschool
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Youth Ministry  

Join Us for UMYF Kick - off on   
Sunday, September 11th  

We will meet from 5:00 ï6:30 pm. Bring $2.00 
for Snow Cones! Enter at the Old Creedmoor    
entrance, sign in and join us in the Sanctuary! 

See you on the 11th!  

 

 

 

UMYF Sunday Nights   
On September 11th, we will be back on      

Sunday nights for UMYF. UMYF is open to all 
students 6th -12th grade. We will meet from 

5:00 ï6:30 pm this year beginning with a 
greeting and centering time in the Sanctuary 
each Sunday night. Twice a month we will 

have a program time in the sanctuary that will 
lead to small group discussions/activities in 

other spaces. Once a month we will host      
interest groups and once a month we will host 
a special program night. We will end each 

night with a time of fellowship and snacks. 
Parents may pick students up at 6:30 pm.  

Students who drive themselves will be asked 
to have written permission from parents if 

they are leaving prior to 6:30 pm.  

Senior High Discussion Nights  

This year we will offer two different nights for 
our Senior High Discussion Groups. The 2nd 

and 4th Monday nights from 7:05 -8:35 and 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights from 7:00 ï 

8:30pm. Discussion groups are open to all 
senior high youth. These groups discuss     
cultural challenges to our faith, social justice 

issues facing the church, and current events 
from the media. Resources used include the 

United Methodist Church Book of Discipline 
and Social Principles, the Bible, the local   
newspaper, magazines, and various other    

resources the students share regarding topics 
of interest. Sign -ups for Senior High            

Discussion Group can be found on the bulletin 

board outside Room 108.  

For more information on this discussion group or 

upcoming topics, contact Gretchen Shea at  

gshea@soapstoneumc.org. 

September Calendar for Youth Ministry 
Sun. 4     Hydration Station in the morning 

Sun. 11, 18, 25  Hydration Station in the morning 

      UMYF in the evening 

Tue. 6 , 20   Sr. High Discussion Night 

Mon. 12, 26   Sr. High Discussion Night 

Fri. 30    Sr. High & Adult Missions 

      Rockingham District Work Team 

Time to Register for Pilgrimage  

It is time to register for Pilgrimage. The cost for Pilgrimage this year 
will be $120.00 per person. Pilgrimage is Friday through Sunday,     

November 11th -13th. We will leave the church at 3:30 pm on Friday 
and return at 3:00 pm on Sunday. You must pay a non - refundable    

deposit of $40.00 to hold your place. We have space for 70 youth. You must be registered by 

Sunday, September 25, 2011. We will release hotel rooms after the 25th.  

For sibling and parent discounts, please contact the Youth Ministry office at 

gshea@soapstoneumc.org . 

Adult volunteers pay $100.00 per person for 3 or 4 to a room. Adults pay $120.00 if they      
request 2 to a room. Priority registration for adults goes to volunteers who currently serve our 

youth ministry.  

mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org
mailto:gshea@soapstoneumc.org
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 . . . and another school year has launched.  

Most of our college students are into their    

routine at this point. Some are returning to    

familiar surroundings, a residence that they 

strategically selected with friends they now call 

family, and an academic schedule that is      

challenging to say the least.  

 Twenty - two of our young adults are          

experiencing college for the first time, some 

with confidence and excitement, others with a 

bit of fear outside their zone of comfort. Some 

of our students are more prepared academically, 

emotionally, and spiritually than others. Many 

will struggle, some will just survive, but most 

will soar. The common denominator is that all 

have a place called Soapstone that they can call 

their church home where the body of Christ    

supports and encourages them. We remember 

them as babies, teenagers, and now know them 

as young adults. We love them and speak to 

God on their behalf.  

 To our students, we want you to know that 

God is with you always wherever you go. Make 

time to ask for directions. One of my favorite 

college ministry stories (and I have many in my 

short time) was during our first youth group 

card making session last fall. This by the way, is 

one of the coolest things we do. The youth are 

just a funny group. Anyway, a group of them 

were seated around the table with note cards, 

markers, gel pens, stickers, and scissors. One 

young lady, who had been quietly thinking to 

herself, looked up and asked the group ñwhat 

should we say?ò One of our 6th grade boys, new 

to Youth and quite serious about the task at 

hand, immediately answered ñTell them, God is 

watching YOUé.even at college!ò I laughed for 

at least a week at that one. A year later, I     

remember that story and want to remind our 

students that God is watching over  you, even at 

college. You are equipped to make a difference 

for Christ. Be about excellence in all that you 

do, proceed with courage and confidence.     

Nurture your relationship with Him. Have a 

great year!  

Peace,  

Pam 

PSé.and answer my email, pleeease. J 

 

 

ñThis is my commandðbe strong and 

courageous! Do not be afraid or    

discouraged. For the L ORD your God 

is with you wherever you go.ò 

Joshua 1:9 New Living Translation (NLT)  

Well, itôs September . . . 

TOP 3 Ways You Can Support College Ministry in September  

 

     1. Be a pal.  

        Stop by the adoption table on 9/7 or 9/14.  

     2. Be an òas neededó volunteer. 

        Sign up sheets will be at the adoption table.  

     3. Be our prayer partner.  

        Let us know that we can count on you.  



Walking with WOW ð WOW is on the move in September. Join us on a Saturday 

morning to be announced to get your daily quotient of physical activity while enjoying some 

fellowship. We will meet at 8:00 am in the Stonebridge subdivision off of Six Forks Road.  

Watch the weekly e-news for more information. No sign up required. Strollers welcome! 
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  Soapstone United Methodist MenðBrothers In Christ  

Sundays in September ð The menôs Challenge Group will meet at 6:30 Sunday mornings 

(September 4, 11, 18, 25) at the Lake Lynn Community Center parking lot off Ray Road for       

devotion and walk/jog the 2.2 mile trail around Lake Lynn. No sign up required.  
 

Saturday, September 10th ð Menôs Monthly Breakfast in the Soapstone kitchen. Come enjoy 

great food and fellowship and hear from Tom Dobnerôs son, Edward, as he shares his adventures of biking across    

America this summer. Come in your work clothes to participate in the church wide work day after breakfast. 
 

Monday, September 12th ð Menôs Monday Night Bible Study returns. We meet 7:32-8:48 pm in room 101/103 and 

will continue Rob Bellôs ñNOOMAò DVD series. Our weekly study is always open to all men seeking to strengthen their 

faith. 
 

Tuesday, September 13th & 27th ð After work golf outing at Wildwood Green golf course. 
 

Friday-Sunday, September 23rd-25th ð ASCENT OF MOUNT MITCHELL: The ñMountaintopò Experience! 

Join us for a weekend of camping and hiking the tallest peak east of the Mississippi River ð Mount Mitchell. Details 

will be provided at our Saturday  morning, September 10th, menôs breakfast or contact Doug Young, 606-0398 or 

ydoug@bellsouth.net.  
 

Questions or comments about our menôs ministry at Soapstone?  Contact any member of our Soapstone menôs 

leadership team:  Kevin Manweiler, Chris Tilley, Brad Turner, Graham West and Doug Young . 

Tuesday Lunch Crew will meet for lunch at Relish Café & Bar, 

5626 Creedmoor Road, Plaza Place, corner of Creedmoor & Millbrook 

(where Food Lion is) on Tuesday, September 13th, 11:30 am. 

No reservations are needed and everyone is welcome! 

Call Muriel Clark (881-0385) if you have questions. 

Want to take home a piece of Soapstoneôs history? 

Recently Kelly Hodges found 10 candelabra that used to hang in the old        

sanctuary before the renovations. We have decided to hang two in the narthex 

and offer the rest up for closed bid to Soapstone members. Hereôs how it works: 

If you would like to bid on one or more of the candelabra, write the following on 

a piece of paper: 

1. Your name and phone number. 

2. How many candelabra you would like. 

3. How much you would like to donate to the SUMC Building Fund 

   for each piece. 

4. Minimum bid per piece is $50.00. 

Place your bid in a sealed envelope and send it in to Sandy Elledge in the front office. Mark the outside of the envelope 

ñCandelabra closed bid.ò 

Bidding will take place through September 25th. Candelabra are available for preview in the front office and will be on 

display on Sun, September 25th, if you would like a closer look. Winners will be notified the following week. 

If you have questions, please contact Sue Segre at sue@rrock.com or 539-3090. 

mailto:ydoug@bellsouth.net
mailto:sue@rrock.com

