JANUARY 2012

Soapstone Newsletter

JOYFULLY WORSHIPS AND HONORS CHRIST

e

e 0D
- - RNEIA
3 S b

THROUGH HELP, HEALING AND HOSPITALITY.

BﬂE@[@y New Year

Sunday, January 8, 2011
12:15-2:00 pm
Soapstone Ministry Kickoff Celebration

The Committee on Lay Leadership invites newly elected and returning leaders for all
Councils and Committees to gather to meet new and continuing leadership and to
celebrate our shared ministry. We will learn important details to help everyone’s tasks
go smoothly.

During the event, each chair will be asked to introduce their committee and to share a
description of their ministry responsibilities. We hope that this gathering will be a
tangible and meaningful way to live out our vows together not only as leaders but as
members of Soapstone and followers of Christ.

“Catering with a Cause” is providing lunch (sandwich, side, chips, cookie and bever-
age). We ask that everyone who attends the luncheon meeting bring $7 to cover the
cost. Childcare available by reservation.

(Attendees should plan to help with setup and tear down of the sanctuary for this
important Kickoff Meeting.)

Questions? Please contact Pastor Karen, 846-2212.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 4th, to the
church office for lunch and childcare.

Holidays
The church office will be closed:
Monday, January 2nd — New Year’s holiday
Monday, January 16th — Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday

“\ Find Us On Facebook!

The Communications Committee has set up a facebook page for
Soapstone. Find us at www.facebook.com/soapstoneumc. Be sure to
“like” us!



http://www.facebook.com/soapstoneumc
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Soapstone Missions Update

Every year as we near January I start putting together
information for a form we have to fill out here in the
office. I can’t say I’'m fond of the work required for this
form, but the silver lining is I see how much Soapstone
has done for others during the year. It is amazing what we
do as a community. It’s truly one of those goose bump
moments for me. I’ve included a list of outreach from this
past year and I hope for two things as you read below: that
you also get goose bumps and that you set a New Year’s
goal to help us continue reaching the community in our
local area as well as around the world.

¢+ Twelve Food Drives

+ Pounds of produce to North Raleigh Ministries and
Interfaith Food Shuttle

¢ Almost 100 pints of blood — each pint potentially
saving 3 lives

+ Competed in Race of Grace helping to raise thousands
of dollars for community outreach programs

¢ Purchased Christmas gifts for 7 families — 6 through
the emergency shelter and the family in Apt. E (our
transitional housing apartment at WIHN)

+ Four weeks housing the homeless — approximately 20
families

+ Collected backpacks and school supplies for WIHN

+ Furnished an apartment through WIHN’s
transitional housing program

new

+ Assisted with furnishings for about 5 other families.

¢ Supported Fair Trade through coffee from Larry’s
Beans

+ Prepared and served breakfast for residents at Raleigh
Rescue Mission

+ Sent bags full of toiletries to Raleigh Rescue Mission
+ Worked to repair tornado damage in Sanford
+ Repaired floors and floor joists in Rockingham District

¢ Sent 5 full car loads of clothing, heaters, blankets,
coats, food and miscellaneous other necessities to
Rockingham District

+ Made blankets through Project Linus for children
+ Assisted in sending Vicki Morris to Haiti in March
+ Bought an ark of animals through Heifer Project

+ Assisted with a variety of needs such as grass cutting
and house repairs through Hearts & Hammers

+ Participated in the Annual Komen Race for the Cure

Isn’t this an amazing list? This does not include what our
children or youth participated in — both of these groups are
extremely active in outreach as well. It also does not
include donations made by Soapstone in the case of
emergencies and natural disaster. As I look back over the
things listed, I am reminded that Soapstone has a true heart
for our fellow man — and it gives me a boost of energy to
begin a new list for 2012!

—Deb Allen, Director of Adult Ministries
& Missions Coordinator

God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7

What’s In Your Basket Update
Thank you to everyone who returned a pledge card in support of Soapstone’s missions and
ministries for 2012. As of the writing of this update, we have received 156 pledges toward our goal of
160. If you have not yet completed a pledge card, or were simply waiting to see how your financial
situation changed for the new year, it is not too late to pledge for 2012.

Through our collective fulfilment of our promise to support Soapstone by our prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness, we are living out our mission to worship and honor Christ through help,
healing, and hospitality.

—Chris Graebe, Stewardship Committee



Banner Ministry

You may have noticed two new banners hanging
in our sanctuary, one of which was hanging at
the front of the sanctuary the Sunday before
Thanksgiving.

These new banners, “Oh Give Thanks unto the
Lord” and “Behold the Lamb of God” were made
by Lori Adington. Joan Cavin is helping to
coordinate our banner ministry team which
includes Lori Adington, Elisa Vicario, and Mary
Anne Cable.

They will be adding new banners illustrating the
seasons of the church year beginning with Lent
and adding new Easter banners.

We thank these ladies for sharing their time and
talents to create this beautiful art for our
sanctuary. If you are interested in participating in
the banner ministry, please contact Kelly Hodges
at khodges@soapstoneumc.org.
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Children & Families

Happy New Year!

Special January 1st Children’s Sunday School
Be here for worship at 8:30 or 11:00 am and a special

Veggie Tal es:

Sunday School.
Twos-Fours will meet in Room 134

Ks-2nd Grade will meet in Room 132
3rd-5th Grade will meet in Room 118

Epiphany Art Project

Join us in worship and Sunday School
Sunday, January 8th, as we celebrate
the coming of the Wise Men through

|t Osessioa of Mreldrem’s | nygs forlation & b dp&cial art project.

Ready. Set. Share Your Thoughts.

Susan Graebe, Director of Children's Ministries, and
Soapstone Children's Ministry volunteer leaders are
ready to plan for 2012 and beyond. The only thing
missing are the important thoughts and insights from

many of our parents.

We want to hear from you. Please come to one of 4
scheduled sessions. Childcare will be provided by
reservation. Please give ages of children when you
sign up so we can staff appropriately and plan

activities.

Come and:

* Share helpful feedback about our current ministry
programming.

* Suggest new opportunities and ideas.

* Learn about what's most important in the faith
development of children.

* Be inspired and challenged to partner in the work of
our ministry with children.

* Help us understand what parents need from our
church to grow in their faith journeys.

Please check your calendar for the date and time most

convenient and use our online signup to register for
one of these sessions:
Saturday, January 21st, 10:00-11:30 am
Tuesday, January 24th, 9:45-11:15 am
Sunday, January 29th, 3:30-5:00 pm

Kids Rock 2012!
Updates & Volunteer Needs

Kids Rock is Sunday evening music, mission,
fellowship and faith-filled fun for children ages 4
through 5th grade. It begins at 5:00 pm and ends at
6:30 pm. The New Year is a great time to give it a

try.

5:00-5:45 pm 4s-K  Joyful Noise Choir
1st-5th  Power of Praise Choir

5:45-6:30 pm 4s-1st Kids on a Mission
2nd-5th Kids on a Mission OR
Kids Rock Bell Ringers

See more details in our online brochure found on
the Kids Rock page under the Children’s tab on the
church website.

Updates: If you turned 4 during the fall, you are
invited to join the fun. First graders have the option
of joining Power of Praise (Ms Andrea’s choir) and
participating in the Children’s Musical set for
Sunday, May 13, 2012.

New Volunteer Needs: Our Choirs and Kids on a
Mission have grown by leaps and bounds! We are
asking parents to take turns volunteering through
our online sign up to make it safe and fun for all
ages (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CA8A82ES-
kidsl ).

January Rites of Passage

Celebrated during both services.
1st & 2nd Graders
Toddler/Twos

January 8th Growing in Prayer/Service
January 22nd  Growing in God’s Story

VBS—SAVE THE DATE!

Please mark June 24th-28th
on your calendar.



http://www.soapstoneumc.org/children/kids-rock/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CA8A82E5-kids1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CA8A82E5-kids1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CA8A82E5-kids1
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Preschool News

Our Christmas Chapel was a great
ending for this year. The children
were magnificent as they participated
and sang in our Christmas program.

Our monthly Food Drives have gone
great with the children bringing in food items once a
month. Our next food drive will be on January 10th
&11th, 2012.

We will be busy in January with the registration for the
upcoming 2012/2013 school year. The registration dates are as follows:

January 27: Current Preschool members and their unenrolled siblings
January 31: Soapstone Church members, former member’s siblings, & waiting list children as of 12/1/11
February 3: Children from the General Public

We offer classes for 2 through 5 years of age and our hours are 9:30 until 12:30. Tours of the preschool are given
Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 until 11:30 am. There will be an Open House for parents to tour the
Transitional/5 year old class on January 11th and 19th from 9:45 until 10:30am. For more information about the
upcoming year or for a visit, please contact the Preschool office (870-7727).

—Helen Hinton, Director

Wake
5 Interfzuth

Vo 7
> Hospitality % % ?
(A () j /5] Network®

An Affiliate of Family Promise

The WIHN team thanks all who participated in hosting our guests in 2011. At least 150 people are needed for
each week-long visit. Those who gave time, talent, money, and food this year helped many families enjoy a
safe place to be together during their transition toward having homes again.

WIHN weeks for 2012 are scheduled for:
March 25th through April Ist
June 3rd through 10th
September 30th through October 7th
December 30th through January 5th (2013)

Please mark your new 2012 calendars!
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Youth Ministry

Confirmation Class January Programs and Events

In November the Confirmation Class visited

for Youth Ministry

Temple Beth Or. We were there along with Sun. Jan. 1 No UMYF
another Confirmation group. The service was led Sun. Jan. 8 District Youth Mission Event at White
by their ninth grade Sunday school class. It was a Plains UMC; Meet at Soapstone at 3:45.
great experience for us all. We had a wonderful S Jan. 15 Small G
Docent for afterwards that took time and answered u'n' an- m? r.oups '
all of our questions. He took out the Torah and Fri.-Sun. Jan. 20-22 Senior High Winter Retreat
explained how each Temple received them. Here Sun. Jan. 22 Interest Groups
are some of the confirmands responses on their
. . Sun. Jan. 29 Small Groups
experiences:
+ Singing in a different language was beautiful. Looking Ahead at Special Events
o The Torah is the first five books of our Bible. Sun. Feb. 5 Youth Mission Chili/Soup & Dessert Sale
* They have hghts on to acknowledge the Sun. Feb. 12 Youth Sunday — Both Services
anniversary of people’s death and that was (Signups on the Bulletin Board, Room 108)
cool.

+ After every service they serve food and that

was really cool.

+ The inside of the sanctuary looked like an

Ark.

+ It was really fun and I enjoyed it a lot.

G_@-_:N‘RATH:N

HANGE

Want to Learn About Wise Money Habits?

Beginning in January we will offer an interest group for high school students called
Generation Change: A Study for Teens on What God Says About Money. There are four
sessions which will be offered during Interest Group nights on Jan. 22, Feb. 19, Mar. 18,
and Apr. 22, 2012. Sessions will run from 5:00-6:15. We will begin in the sanctuary with
the rest of the youth and then head to the room where we will meet for the sessions. We
will finish in time for fellowship with the other youth. The sessions are titled: The Value of
Money, Materialism Mayhem, Money Minds, and The Gift of Giving. You must register in
advance so we can order study guides for everyone. Study guides will cost $20.00 each
payable to Soapstone UMC marked for “Generation Change” in the memo line. You may
pay when you register or by January 15, 2012. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
outside Room 108. Payments can be given to Gretchen Shea.

Leaders for these sessions will be Christy Evans and Kathy Arney.

Please note that other interest groups will be offered for high school students but if you
register for this group you are committing to all 4 sessions (all 4 months)!

**Parents: Interested in learning what your children will learn? Sign up for the adult
version called Financial Peace University. Classes will be offered on Wednesday nights
from 6:30-8:30 pm beginning January 11, 2012 at Soapstone UMC. To register for
Financial Peace University go to the Dave Ramsey website at www.daveramsey.com.



http://www.daveramsey.com/
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Adult Ministry

Dave R1msrv 3

Fmancw,
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Dave Ramsey’s FPU will be offered Wednesdays from 6:30—8:30 pm beginning January 11th in Room 108/110. The
class is designed to teach you and your family how to get out of debt, stay out of debt, and build wealth. The weekly
video lesson and discussion will change your whole attitude about money! Visit the FPU website,
www.daveramsey.com/home/, for more information and to register. High school and college students are encouraged to
attend with their parents.

Iuesday gunch QI’GW will meet for lunch at Sawmill Tap Room,
7701 Lead Mine Road (corner of Lead Mine & Sawmill)

Tuesday, January 10th, 11:30 am. No RSVP needed. Everyone is welcome to join us.
Call Muriel Clark (881-0385)if you have questions.

All ladies are invited to join the Mary Martha Circle as they meet
Thursday, January 19th, for study, fellowship and refreshments.
Mark your calendar for meetings scheduled the third Thursday morning

of each month at 10:00 in room 101/103 across from the kitchen.

SoapStone Soapstone United Methodist Med Brothers In Christ

w Mends Chal | & rlheanen &ill meetpagain for devotion, prayer and run/jog around
Lake Lynn beginning February 5th.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
Monday Nights January 9, 16, 23, 3® 7:32-8:48 pm & Men’s Monday night Bible study
meets in room 101/103 (across from the kitchen) to continue viewing and discussing Pastor Rob Bell’s “NOOMA” video
series.

UMM & WOW & Friday, January 20th, 7:30 pm — Hog Wild Bingo Night. Come for an evening of fun and
fellowship. Childcare available upon request. Contact Rhonda Balser at 562-5244 or rmrbgvb@gmail.com for more
information.

Mends Mont hldySatiddaye Jarkdyad Kt17:32-8:48 am — Meet in the Soapstone kitchen. Join us for some
great pork products, fellowship and to hear about plans for our men’s ministry in 2012.

Saturdays in January 8 Men’s work group to help with inside home repair partnering with a team from Tom
Leonard’s church. Times and specific information TBA.

In our men’s group at Soapstone, we build friendships, help one another out, and are there for each other. From hiking
Mount Mitchell (yep, we all survived it!) to cooking/serving BBQ to studying the Bible together, we’ve got one
another’s back. I hope you’ve got that in your life but if you don’t we’ve got plenty of room for you...come out anytime.

Questions or comments about Cwomtrmaen 6 @anmi mMmegnbrey atf
leadership team:Kevin Manweiler, Chris Tilley, Brad Turner, Graham West and Doug Young .

D


mailto:rmrbgvb@gmail.com
file:///S:/Publications/weekly%20e-mail/2011/December/www.daveramsey.com/home/
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Hog Wild Bingo Night 8 Friday, January 20th, 7:30 pm
What do you get when you mix United Methodist Men, pork products, Women of Wonder and a
game night? Hog Wild Bingo, of course! Adults of every kind (even you) are invited to a wacky

F0ARSTONE wousd oF wouRFR - evening of fun, fellowship and the zaniest form of Bingo you’ve ever experienced Friday,
January 20th, at 7:30 pm. Childcare available upon request. Contact Rhonda Balser at 562-5244

SFEKNG GOD M EYERY 'Way

or rmrbgvb@gmail.com for more information.

WOW Party -goers Make a Big Deal for
ZOE

The finger foods and tree skirt fashions weren’t the only
hits of WOW’s third annual Christmas tree skirt party
and birthday bash for Jesus December 8th. This year’s
event also featured a retro rendition of the wildly
popular game show, Let’s Make a Deal, with the ZOE
Soapstone Christmas Challenge destined as the Big Deal
winner.

Party guests pilfered through pocketbooks to count their
lipsticks and glosses, tossing in a quarter for each. Those
with colors with fruit in the name played for special
prizes, including a few “Zonk!” deals: a fly swatter,
Tidy Bowl toilet cleaner, SPAM and a can of Who hash.

WOW gals ponied up 25 cents for each time their
Christmas trees had fallen over in the past, and 50 cents
if it had never toppled over. (There’s a price for
perfection.) When Jiffy Pop made an appearance,
attendees were asked to guess what state proudly calls
this giant foil bun o’corn their own. Those who guessed
Nebraska made their way to the prize doors for a game
of chance; others dug deep for a 50-cent penalty.

Frequent shopper cards on a key ring or in a wallet cost
players 10 cents each. With a whopping 28 cards, Tammy
Pare won the shopper card prize, which she quickly traded
for what was behind Door #2. Her family is no doubt
thrilled with the box of chicken-flavored Rice-a-Roni she
scored. (What’s a game of Let’s Make a Deal without the
San Francisco treat?) On cue, attendees chimed in together
to recall the product jingle.

Several WOW gals — Cathy Knowles, Louise Fussell and
Rebecca Galloway — elfishly agreed to have their elf hat
portraits posted to the WOW blog in exchange for a $1
donation from each attendee. With the biggest turnout for
the tree skirt party ever, this challenge proved prolific. Visit
the blog (wowsoapstone.wordpress.com) to see these
beauties.

Devotional books, Christian music CDs and some tasty
chocolate prizes were top wins for those who stuck it out
long enough to find the real goodies. And by the time the
candles were lit on the birthday cake for Jesus, $211.11 had
been raised for the ZOE Soapstone Christmas Challenge.

Now, that’s a good deal.

—-Becky Graebe
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FOOD DRIVE
SHOP 4 DZDA

FOOD DRIVE FOCUS ITEMS FOR JANUARY 6 SOUP FOR THE SOUL!

Please help stock local food pantries with your donations of
canned soup and dry soup mix.

Bring items in January and place them in the green bins in the Narthex.



Opportunities for
Worship - Service - Fellowship

Sundays Mends Chall enge Group will take-stdrtanua
Mondays Mendés Monday Night Bible Study 7:32 p
(Will not meet January 2nd.)
Wednesdays Ladi esd Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Jan.1 Love Feast; both services
Monday Jan.2 Preschool & Church Office closed for Ne
Wednesday Jan.4 RSVP due to Church Office for Leadership Kickoff Meeting
Sunday Jan. 8 Food Drive focus items: dry soup mix, canned soup
Epiphany Sunday; Rites of Passage for 1st & 2nd graders
Leadership Ministry Kickoff Meeting after worship
District Youth Mission Event at White Plains
Monday Jan. 16 Preschool & Church Office closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday
Wednesday Jan.11 Dave Ramseyb6s Financi al Peace Universit
Thursday Jan. 19 UMM Town Hall Meeting; 7:00 pm
Friday Jan. 20 UMM & WOW Hog Wild Bingo Night; 7:30 pm
Senior High Winter Retreat through Sunday
Friday Jan. 20 Senior High Winter Retreat; will return Sunday, Jan. 22nd
Hog Wild Bingo Night; UMM & WOW; 7:30 pm
Saturday Jan.21 Menb6s Breakfast; 7:32 am
Sunday Jan.22 Ri tes of Passage for Toddl ers/ Twoobs

Saturday Jan. 28 Cub Scout Pine Wood Derby

Recycling Now Available

.‘ The Trustees have arranged for recycling bins at our Norwood location. Two
bins are located next to the dumpster for glass or plastic (imprinted with a 1

‘ ’ or 2). Please place aluminum cans in the labeled box in the staff kitchen next

to Pastor Karen’s office for Tricia Andrews to collect.

Paper and cardboard cannot be placed in the new bins, but can be left in the workroom (blue
bin under the counter) or staff kitchen in the labeled boxes.

Please gather recyclable items from your meetings and events and drop in these areas.
Thank you!
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Prayer Lists

Immediate Concerns: Please remember all who serve in our
e Martha Radulovich and family in the death of her mother military and these friends of Soapstone:
e Donis Beasley and family in the death of her mother
o  Family of Kathleen Nipper Forrest Allen Ray Kenney
e Kevin Sullivan in the loss of two uncles Justin Allen Marghall Meclntyre

o1 Forrest Barley Kevin Leopard
o  Phillip Cates .

K llan’ Justin Barracco J. P. Saul

* Mar I MCM.I ,ag S mom Katherine Cleary Jeff Shearin
»  Vicki Morris’ sister Ken Cook, Jr. Courtland Stanley
e Trace Goodman, stroke, friend of Kristin Hoffmann Brandon Denton Mario Troncoso
o Forgiel Family Ryan Denton Anne Voigt
e Edna Watson, Alene & Susan Watson’s mom Timothy Foster Chalk Wetmore

e College students

Ongoing Concerns:

e Marilyn Ransopher, Rhonda Balser’s mom
e Hilton Eades

e Andy Harwell

« Emma Kate, niece of Gwen Cox

e Darleen Tibbs’ dad

o James King, 27 year old friend of Kevin Sullivan,
diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer

o Ruth Porter, Marianne Absher’s mother, moved to nursing
home, has dementia

e Jack and Wanda Andrews
e Tina Sullivan’s stepsister Kim (dealing with chemo & radiation)
e Anita Kemper

If you need prayer or have
an addition or update
to the prayer list, please contact
the church office.

STEPHEN. MINISTRY

% Thankyou ... %
®
o _ o Thanks to all my Church Family that gave me
Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry. It is an so much love, concern, prayers and support
important way we at Soapstone care for one before, during and after my recent hip
another. If you are going through a difficult time, replacement surgery. I pray that I will do the
consider having a Stephen Minister. If you know same for you when you are in need.

someone else who is facing difficulties suggest
that they request Stephen Ministry. Make use of it.
Stephen Ministry belongs to you! Muriel Clark

Love and Blessings to you all,
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Inclement Weather Policy

Every effort will be made to have Sunday worship services without
endangering our church family and guests. Should it become necessary
to cancel Sunday services due to inclement weather, information will be
available on the website, church office answering machine (846-2212)
and with the following local media:

WRAL TV channel 5
Fox TV channel 50
WTVD TV channel 11
NBC-17 channel 17

www.wral.com
(updated via WRAL)
www.abclltv.com
WWW.Mmync.com
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